WORLDWIDE WITNESS

Jisciples mimister
0 118 [east of these n ‘

B'« Mast accounts, Micaragua now
holds the Aubious distinction ol hei

the poorast country in the Westarr

Hemisphere. The mountain reqiol

around Matagalpa, where the struggling
Central American coffee industry has
lett more than 90 percent of the people
unempioyead, is the poorest region in
that very poor country,
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When Husricane Mitch, the worse
wntirral dimaster w0 hat the Amenici in
2 yizass, wapad the Bodies and roads
out ¢l coaseal MsCnragud in [4PE, |
becamie aomive wilh an Amesican-tased
bhcnrapuan sl aeney called the
Baairt b Mgl sedvich collaborages
poumemically with both chanches and
chariiable fonmaations. Bur it vwas
1ot uncl 2003, wherowe gos wond of
g ding strration in the mownsing,
chat oar chureh members frst made oar
veay up intl Wamgakoa

Iranvetiryz oorth out of Momages o
the Pan Amiercan Highwear fir abiat an
howr, vou turm oght, grrough the roadside
procluce stands af 5ehaco, anid the workl
quickly chanpes. Enterprisang voung men
hold it parrom they have caughe i the
jumgle 8 dell for pecs, Others hold out
wrigyling iguanasy by their tails — for
dinmer, not for pers. Many more desperate
mien and childeen wtand 10 the road
holding shovels and reaching ot their
harily, egging for coms in payvment Jod
having filled a pothole with lonee dirt and
gravel, The next povo hours of driving ase
more pothole than pavemens, in spite of
the et tors ot hendreds of the poor wihin
dor the road wath shovels i hand
e batuising lvvicy o Broo
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A prsibetn marke] in Sebaco

Fire, accompansed os ol the road - and
|.|..',|| I:l‘ll' ;|||- JIEIEsE EEAn, Ag |'l.-\.l|I ¢ (R
o a tsgrw el -chrmee trocke im0 the dm
ot By sarminen, only o keatles diver
wrdd msk thes moddy oasl on @echime
buie i hopie. Coclibam s berios, = Dust ang
dhew ree ke moemse brom the road,”
it @ demcni e of our Esirmey doep
mibo - the jungle to wsic the ony village of
FHilapo Dos

Adber raming money — o gEneTo:s
tig 1] b Ih-h'llli_". Wl ar LHTI N
— and making sewer] imps o helo baiid
villagres ¢
Viaapalea, o boand of Matonsl Aceme

thiore than 200 hoames in che

{hrismnam ( |'|_||.|' visted 1o become the

frst chirch in & nevr prograni linking a

lisvp wig a1 e lesding centar s H|lapo Dos

single comgreganion m a single willage. |
el b |1' [l I.|.'|| [ rI| d ¥ |.'||;| '||.I|
reslly nevcledd (5. 1 ehinde we gor arinasr we
pawel Fovp il pivcss

v .20 (0 prr-vesar o o SupiEE
privacey fo il operaidn 01 & heedog
center, where the 30 children who e
Hilapss Diows are fod wvery diss Ie prossides
scholamhip suppor tor the eyghr Students
wie 1e sondimg eo high school, and o the
elementary schoed where the younges
chuldiren peceve alfernoon jsrLCm
o spplement the maormmg-oniy: school
provaded by the Micaragean schnl
wsremL Aned our SUTYPOTE P slew e
can tal b & Commmm tl.1.|||-r"li_' [RILCT I RE]
that makes smal loans fo help stact fmmily
IFiammra et o (NCrEdas O Inoonses of these
mostly unemployed and malnourished
e

Ohr pledine abso provides for the
cwice-rnnckly vairs of the Rainbow
'\"\-Il i Le I\.-.. :'||'|'|--| i L, i _|.I'|||-,:=||l Hll"n
However, a5 we discovoned last spring,
soveral of the villape’s 250 feadonm were
it mewd o special sierpesy,

§ ternewen eildd his pomed Flare
had 2 LTI ik o b Ponsg g ad <old
puinl wlls, Dieviris, i ey -0kl
itl, weas poong blnd; & woman needd
thiyroidd sumgeryya child with a s
racial deformity nocded plasac surgery;
a deal child peeded roimon b amond a
spocuk school for the hearing mpaimed;
Even i Micampus such seeds ke about
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Or, Candide Mios with @ patiend, Fis wark i rural Micsrag us s sub=sdized by the

Rain oy Metwork

S, 0000 foa mialwe o 02 Sl falae 0
speczal gifts i a sl worship service of
the American congreigation thae promised
ik lovwe chis Micaragiian village.

B, there are problems that will mbke
et addresy, For instance, we visiel
the home of Sanoe” family, Sanres and
his wrie, along wath thesr exjghit childres,
live im & pme-room shack weth a dirt Sooe,
A conking hee smioklers constanty in
e cocners in another corner e boards,
where sixme aof the childsen can aleep aff
the dirt Anog which nerms oo mad denng
ehe wix monghs of the rny scason — muod
mixed withthe droppings of duckens
w i swoncer in amd oot of the doordess
sirciure.

Thuring the s mnnths when they
warinnt citich st che famaly
rviat walk 150 yands doan a seep
ey vade (o e r:lll'l-:' de Al th: =

ol waterd, which collects i a Butle sy
basin rom a spring, and carry the water
Bk up the hill, Thiir toilet 8 bobe in
e ground behomd the shad Clearly, we
e 10 dig 0 veell here, Thiene niceds oo be
o simtary kitrine

Bur as we wene leaveng, Sanpus pulled
s dniele to gk a speial favoe e asked
if | oould gee o guotar fee um, so-that be
|,'-"|||'.,| I:-;.'.nh i T s ¢'|1'|||Er|.'r:. Wi
can make the dsfference bistween sumply
haghturg, b suremeal and fechng lilee o reel
human Fasmuly.

My search of che shops of
Matagalpa, an hoar's drve oot of Helapo
Diem, produced oo musscal imseraments,
But we send trucks loaded v essennial
sipplics 10 Miceragua every few morthe
The rruck | helped load last spring carmied
cight guitam, dosated by chch memlbicn
who lave given op on thelr o%m maosic

bemons and are willing o ler villagers in
Mcaragu give i o tre Cne Ras hanigs”
ame o it The others will go oo other
familics Pm worlcing on the wielly thar's
s -.IJjI.FIIH_iICIJ_ Burtn the mseantime,
ihere shimld be mose than hardiigs in
chuis Famihe’s life. | hieve shesdd b the
wrmpig] o e,

Mansonal Awenie Chrisgian Crorch
ha r|'h|~nr.|.||.'d i thie newls creanes
by v husal disasters — the Asian
psamnasil, Husrcans Kartin and Bita,
earthiuakes, and tornadoes — bat the
e RN |I| "I L | R B Tl I.I.l:r I’h.III““_“I
chiat exacts 4 wall feom the poor of the
wwhl o of chete weie o allew) surami
every dav. We want vo domoie than
react (o mettural disgssers, We v o
ke pemsil v acron ienugh grovwng
breniclshigs 1o eva bl oir irsengls
Central Amenica o have a becter life pd
o b able 1o |utp 1hiewr e rj.lu:-u.-,:u'.qrr
the violese 1l Pty

Ar thiz waiting, oy packing o retum
“1!h @ dedns ol I 'l' L I'“-i..ll LR g |I TS, WF'H'
kg a small elementary Bbeary o the
seisonl m Hilapo Dos, and Tim gong o
work- with commmunity leaders in selecting
a sire ton begin bisildang inore substuncal
hmmies werth veas roamil access to sike
water, W Bope tis basn comstrictiun in
the summer.

Wi at Maconal v are lookng
foar oxtheer congreratons who vl like to
suplode & :'t'luhrrlhlh'.lt with 3 Mic ARLLIAn
wilkape such as che one wie now enpy ol |

" i

Rarv i pasior off
Mantiareny Ao nwe
L Ferictian Charroh

.'|'.=.:.'|..'||I.'i': 4 af LBriey

i Sprisefield, Minsowrd, e can be

rarened af KeelrKavidaod comm.



